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SORRENTINO AT USO MARCH 8 
IMMEDIATE RELEASE - March 2, 1973 
San Diego, California 
University of San Diego 1 s More Hall will be the setting of a noon lecture 
by Joe Sorrentino. The March 8 event is free and open to the public. His topic 
is 11 The Odyssey of a Dropout. 11 
Sorrentino, author. of Up From Never and The Moral Revolution, was in trouble 
for 20 of his 34 years. Born in a tough part of Brooklyn, he became leader of a 
street gang. He was a four-time high school dropout and went through 30 jobs. By 
the age of 20, he had served in several reformatories and jails. He was discharged 
from the Marines for misconduct. 
Today, an award-winning author, attorney and professor of law, Sorrentino 
changed his life when he signed up for a free night school course. He realized 
11my only chance for a better life was through education. 11 He learned to love learn-
ing and graduated from the New York night school with the highest average in the 
history of the school . After graduating from UC Santa Barbara magna cum laude 
and student body president, Sorrentino re-enli sted in the Marine Corps to erase 
his previous black record. In 1967, he graduated as Valedictorian of Harvard Law 
School . 
Sorrentino describes himself as 11 sensually committed to give some measure of 
support and assistance to people I can identify with, who are labeled and desi g-
nated the underdogs of life. 11 
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